
God’s Math 

and 

Dante’s wall



Psalm 90  Preoccupied with God’s                   
arithmetic

•

•



“The days of our life are seventy years or 

perhaps eighty if we are strong…..”





In the end the 

psalmist 

submits to 

Divine 

Arithmetic!



1.   Judges 7

Three instances of Divine arithmetic 

confounding our normal calculations!



•

•

•





300 were 

enough 

when 

they 

were the 

right 300!



•



#2.   2 Kings 6:8-23 (Israel Vs Syria)

•



Everything it 

turns out, 

depended on 

Divine 

arithmetic!



#3.  Jesus’ parable: workers in the vineyard.



Ordinary calculations of the world are overturned



In every 

case 

Divine 

arithmetic 

outruns



•

•



Best 
Grades



We have our own calculations

•

•

•

•

•







Dante’s Wall of Fire





•



Dante summons his courage then 
dives through the wall of fire.



Dante has been 

transformed…. 

He has become 

his own guide.



Being dropped into the depth of life is meeting 

the wall of fire – no matter how it appears.



Describe a “wall of fire” you are facing. 

Explore what is calling you to cross this 

wall and what is holding you back.

  

How are you being asked to grow?

Your responses might be on a personal level or that of your 

local house.
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